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million new jobs created since my Adminis-
tration took office in 1993 and the lowest un-
employment and inflation rates in more than
30 years. The American people are looking
to the future with renewed hope and opti-
mism, eager to embrace the exciting oppor-
tunities and meet the new challenges of a
dynamic and evolving global marketplace.

If we are to extend this remarkable period
of growth and sustain our leadership of the
world economy, we must use this time of ex-
traordinary prosperity to ensure that every
citizen of our Nation plays a role in our eco-
nomic growth and benefits from its rewards.
One of the surest means of achieving that
goal is to promote the full inclusion of minor-
ity enterprises in the mainstream of our
economy.

My Administration has encouraged the
growth and success of minority businesses by
ensuring their participation in Government
procurement; introducing the New Markets
Initiative to bring jobs and capital to Amer-
ica’s underserved communities; and strength-
ening the Community Reinvestment Act.
Over the last 8 years, the Small Business Ad-
ministration has guaranteed $18 billion in
loans to more than 80,000 minority-owned
firms. And the Department of Commerce’s
Minority Business Development Agency
(MBDA) has assisted more than 430,000 mi-
nority-owned businesses with start-up and
expansion financing. At Minority Business
Development Centers across the country, the
MBDA also assists minority clients by pro-
viding a variety of business services, includ-
ing the preparation of business plans, market
research and development, financial coun-
seling, and bid preparation.

All Americans stand to benefit from the
success of our minority entrepreneurs. With
energy and determination, these hard-
working men and women create jobs, attract
investment, bolster pride, and generate rev-
enue in communities across our Nation. Peo-
ple of different races, people of diverse eth-
nic backgrounds, people with disabilities—
all have skills, new ideas, and fresh perspec-
tives to bring to the marketplace. Minority
entrepreneurs have unique contributions to
make to our economy and the talent and
imagination to produce goods and services
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that meet the needs of their fellow Ameri-
cans and of consumers around the world.

The unprecedented strength of America’s
free enterprise system demonstrates that
when people have access to the tools and op-
portunities they need, there is no limit to
what they can achieve. During Minority En-
terprise Development Week, let us reaffirm
our national commitment to equality in the
economic as well as the civic life of our Na-
tion by providing minority entrepreneurs
around the country with an equal oppor-
tunity to use their abilities, creativity, and
motivation to move our Nation forward. By
doing so, we will help preserve America’s
leadership in the global economy.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 24
through September 30, 2000, as Minority
Enterprise Development Week. I call on all
Americans to join together with minority en-
trepreneurs across the country in appropriate
observances.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2000]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on August 29.

Statement on Action To Support
Firefighters Combating Wildfires

August 25, 2000

The wildfire season this year is one of the
worst our Nation has ever witnessed. We
have marshaled our Federal resources so that
the men and women fighting these blazes will
have the tools they need to safely and effec-
tively combat the spread of wildfires
throughout the United States. Our Federal
firefighters and management personnel are
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working under extremely dangerous condi-
tions to protect the public and our lands from
the threat of these wildfires.

Today I am announcing that the Depart-
ments of the Interior and Agriculture, in con-
junction with the Office of Personnel Man-
agement, will take immediate steps to make
available as many as 2,000 Federal personnel
for vital management and supervisory posi-
tions to support our firefighting efforts. Addi-
tional managers and supervisors are needed
to ensure additional firefighting crews have
the proper supervision and management sup-
port that they need in the field. This action
will immediately authorize individuals work-
ing long, stressful hours to be compensated
appropriately. Our Nation owes a great debt
of gratitude to these firefighters, managers,
and their loved ones who sacrifice their en-
ergy and risk their lives in service to their
country. It is our responsibility, in turn, to
do all we can to protect and support them.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 20
The President and Hillary Clinton traveled
from Lake Placid to Chappaqua, NY.

August 21

In the morning, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The President declared a major disaster in
Ohio and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by severe storms and flooding July 29
through August 2.

August 22

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Bingham Farms, MI.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Bloomfield Hills, MI, and later, he returned
to Washington, DC.
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The White House announced that the
President will attend the United Nations Mil-
lennium Summit in New York City on Sep-
tember 6-8.

August 23

In the morning, the President traveled to
Monmouth Junction, NJ, where he met with
students and teachers in Mobile Classroom
103 of Crossroads Middle School.

In the evening, he traveled to Princeton
and Cherry Hill, NJ. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC.

August 24

The President announced his intention to
appoint Trudie Kibbe Reed as a member of
the President’s Board of Advisors on Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Kevin J. Conlon as a member of the
Advisory Committee on Expanding Training
Opportunities.

August 25

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Abuja, Nigeria.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.
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Released August 22

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
the President’s upcoming visit to New York
City September 6-8 to take part in the
United Nations Millennium Summit



